TENDER APPEAL FOR
NEGRO DEAF MUTE

Editor Samuel Miller, of the
Lynchburg Advance, Stirs
Legislative Committee,

Groplng hils way to tha center of the
room, Samuel Miller, the blind editor of
tha Lynchburg Advancs, Inst night made
to four committees of the Gencral Assem.
bly, sitting In Joint sesslon, a remark-
nble and pathetle plen for the negro deaf
and bling of Virginla, polnting out how
the Btate, by the annual expendlfure of
o small mum, elght Ytrapsmute a burden
Into & blessing," and turn Into iseful and
Industrinug cltizens a cliss now exist-

Cedng In proctical savagery.

“Think of these poor people, genlle-
men, deciared the man himaslf blind,
hut with o mind finely cultured; *'think
of these penple to whom the sunshine
means nathing, as they grope thelr way
through life. They are In eternnl dnik-
ness,  They have no llght; but it I8 In
your power to llhaninate fMheir minds,
You ean make them self-supporting. If
they grow up In [dleness you will have
to support them, It 15 a duty to human-
ity that you aowe, and a duty to your
religion, ¢ 5

How can a deaf negro oy obtaln o
conception of what Ia right and wrong?
We are sending mizsinnaries to convert
the henthens of foreign lands, but we
have heathens rlght at our own donra.
They have no ldéas of God or morality,
for It 18 not possible to get ideas into tha
heard of i peraon who doefs nol under-
stand language. They are  llving in
scrogery and  when thelr passlons are
arnused are go dangerous as wild anl-
ninle. But wa can teach them gentlemen
first for thelr own sake and then for
our own. We can train them so that
metead of belng n menace thes will with
ine others less unfortunate contribute to
1he common good; we can transmute a
burden Into a hlemsing. This work you
are nowdolng nebly for the whites and
I thenk God for 1. What “we ask you
now |s to do the viume Lhings for thoae
silll less able to help thmselves—the na-

groes. '’
Deaf Mute Present.

There wera n half dozen deaf mutes In
the roam and the hearing was one of
tho most remarkable and At the same
time ane of the most pathetic sver con-
dueted in the Capitsl.

The two finance committees on achosl
met together In the Senata chamber at
8 o'clock and with Captain Bowmal,
chalrman of the Houge Flnance (ommit.
tes, aeling as chalrman of the loint sed-
elon, procesded to take up the bill asking
an appropriation of $15,000 for tha estal.
Hishment of the Virginia School for Uol-
ored Deaf and RAlind, and an annual ap-
prapeiatlon of $0WG  for malntenance.
Mr. Iouston, who introduced the hill In
the Hpuse, rend the measure and ex-
plalned it ohiects, He nlsp  read
n speech on the suhlect prepared by W.
€. Tiltter, a deaf nute, president of the
Virginin Ageoelation af Deaf, Dumb and
Blind. Mr. Mller was then Introduced,
Hn spoke very earnestly and his speech
carried great weight, Hia plcture of the
hlind heggar on the roadslde and his re-
ferene eto the actual happiness nf the
unfortunates when properly cared for, as
at the Staunton schoal for whites, wern
vory pathetic. It was a touching sceng,
tha blind editor, knowing so well whers-
of Wie gpoke, plending for the ulind,

Prof. J. H. Ray, prinelpal of the Narth
Carolina School for the Deaf, Dumb and
Hlind, epoke in behalr of the establish-
ment of tho negro schoal In Virglnla,
He explained the operation of the school
In North Carollna and guve many Jlys-
trations of how deafl, dumb and hlingd ne-
groes have been troined en as (o beeoine,
desplte  thelr affliction, good  farmers,
seamatresses  nmd  laborers of  dlfferent
vlagses,  Therp awre only two States In
the §outh which have not hitherto pro-
vided schools for these unforiunate na-
foer, and Virginla s one of thean two
=tated.  North Carolina has the Inrgent
and best equipped school for the negro
gf::.ltr rmﬂr hl!!uc}‘ Iu; lT}’:u South and the

sments of Prof. Ray
gl"\?“ ﬁ-m.‘epl! ntttention.} TEg tiairiore

Much Interest was ma
matter by the members glfrelﬂtfgdcgﬁrégg
tee, several of whom made Inquiries from
tlblﬁm to time. No vote was taken on Lhe
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