PLANS%)F-VJRGINIA ‘
10 EDUCA?ENEGRO

More Free Schools and a Free
Deaf, Dumb and Blind Asy-
lum for Them.

Richmond, Va, Sept. 20.—~Virginia
is going to give further evidence of her
people's solicitude for The colored man
by establishing a number of new free
schools and institutions for the race,
prominent among which will be a col-
Tege 10T negro deal and blind children.
| At the last neulon of the legislature

stitution. This bill was lnﬂorud ol-
cially by the board-of visitors of the
Virginla School for the Deaf and the
Blind in Staunton. The blll was

ed by the house and went over to
senate, but In the scRAmhble of the
‘piring hours was completely over

ed, and so never passed that body.

It 18 undersiood that a’ gem :
whose business I8 in Richmond, but
who restdes some little distance dlt in
Chesterfield county, is ready to
at the disposal of the state fAfty mcres
of excellent land, and two. of his -
neighbors ‘are inclined to add twemty:
five acres each—making the total tract
100 acres—which they will deed to. the
state without charge for the site of:
the proposed school. .

The movement originated with the -
state organizagon of the white' dea

of the conventions of the Virginis As-
sociation of the Deaf, held Ih-
mond some years ago.

The matter has bean in the hands ¢
a committee of the assoclation, who
have been diligently at work" m
and distributing small leafiets of -tn- -
formation on the zubject to the “
two or three lulllnl'lm

Governor Mountague was one aof th
prominent men whose. intérest was se-
cured and who recommended the mat=—
ter to the legislature In his last mes-

sage.
Thi¥ tonilittee of white -lb lnt
in {ts possession the names~and
addresses of more lln

e

islature wes In ndn. umu its at-
tentjon to the need of this new state
institution. e
The matter will be before the leg- "
islature again this coming winter,
when success will no doubt crown the
efforts of the white deaf and blind - -
citizens ol the state; who haye th.m-

selves received t
Teducation th mind and hand.

The site of the new institution ll .
understood to be ‘between Richmond
and Petersburg and In easy remch of _
the "black belt," and for that reason
alone of great advantage to the .state
45 the matter of transportation of the ~
puplls, the expense of which it will
likely have 1o bear in the majority of
cases. In this connection it may be
added that In all the sfates that are
educating their deaf and blind negroes,
with the possible exception of ont. the
achools are unde t of
white .people solely, It having been -
dempnstrated to be not only to the
mivantage of the state, but to its af-
flicted wards as well.
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